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Abstract: On the aftermath of independence, attempts to introduce a humanist, universalist,
Hinduism were made to appease religious tensions and create a consensual ground for communities
to live together peacefully. For the defenders of the future secularist society, this appeared the best
way to ensure social stability and progress. I discuss the main elements of this proposal focusing
principally on the writings and public discourses of philosopher, statesman, Sarvapelli
Radhakrishnan from 1911 to the early 1970s. Three principal questions are addressed: first, the
political implications of a humanist Hinduism confronted with the popular, traditional religious
groundswell, secondly, the reasons behind its political failure and finally a reflection on the place of
universalist, humanist Hinduism in contemporary Indian political culture.

Date: 14 Feb 2019, Thursday
Time: 4:00 pm – 5:30 pm
Venue: A 106, R & D Block

