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Abstract: Big data in the form of large voluminous data sets generated at increasing speed from

varied sources and with variable nature has attracted widespread attention of researchers across
the spectrum of disciplines. As an information base that may be analyzed computationally to reveal
patterns, trends and associations especially relating to human behaviour and interactions, big data
is visualized as a transformative tool not only for natural but also social sciences. The potential
promise and also dangers of ‘big data’ for modes of inquiry in social sciences have increasingly been
debated in recent times. On one side is the optimism that ‘big data’ in the form of large data sets
can generate insights that were previously impossible adding to the repertoire of knowledge in social
sciences. On the other hand, usage of ‘big data’ to analyze social reality has also invited sceptics as
concerns are raised about possible misuse of big data for manipulation and surveillance. Given the
excitement and concerns with the possibility of a data intensive social science, the paper seeks to
investigate the role of social sciences in converting these data sets into meaningful information.
Instead of seeing the emergent context as a scenario where social sciences need to adapt to the data
based analytics, the paper asserts that social sciences need to reclaim a central place in research
facilitated by big data.



